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This presentation functions as an introduction for
the European Research Council Consolidator
Grant project "REVENANT-Revivals of Empire:
Nostalgia, Amnesia, Tribulation,” which will be
based at the Cultural Studies Department of the
University of Rijeka. Above all, REVENANT will
grapple with the complex, overlapping post-
imperial memories and legacies of the Habsburg,
Ottoman and Romanov Empires. With reference
to the concept of ‘inter-imperiality”, | examine
how inter-imperial collective memories achieve
articulation through ensembles of persons, places
and things. My threefold heuristic of persons,
places, and things determines three secondary
questions. First, how and why do certain historical
personages galvanize collective memories of
empires? Secondly, how do specific places become
sites of post-imperial memory? Thirdly, how are
bygone empires embodied through a variety of
objects and material culture? To illustrate the sort
of analysis that my overarching research
envisions, | briefly examine the inter-imperial
historicity of collective memories of one specific
person, Count Nikola Subi¢ Zrinski; one specific
site, Istanbul's Sveti Stefan Church (known

colloquially as “the Iron Church”); and one thing,
(Turkish) coffee.

Jeremy F. Walton is a cultural anthropologist
(PhD, University of Chicago, 2009) whose
research resides at the intersection of memory
studies, urban studies and the comparative study
of empires and imperialism. He leads the Max
Planck Research Group, “‘Empires of Memory: The
Cultural Politics of Historicity in Former
Habsburg and Ottoman Cities,” at the Max
Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and
Ethnic Diversity.



